CHAPTER IV-

KALGAN,  Oil OKANfl-OirfA-KmY.

had intended making a stay of four or five
days, at the most, at Kalgan. This, wo thought,
would give us ample time to got cartfl, camel*, and
men for the crossing of tho Groat Gobi Dosort;
for, we had been led to boliovo, wlion at Tientsin,
that there would not bo tho slightest necessity for
remaining more than a day or so at tho frontier
city, unless we' particularly wished to do so. But,
alas! as at Pekin, fresh difficulties cropped up
hourly; and when we broached to M. Ivanoff our
intention of leaving for Ourga in three or four days'
time, he simply laughed in our faces.

"You must recollect you aro not in Europe,"
said the hospitable Russian, " and alwo that Mongols
are worse even than Ohinamon in tho matter of
delay. Moreover, 1 shall have to got your carts
built,, a question of ten days at tho very loast.,
The camels, too, are all out on tho plains, No,
gentlemen; I fear you must make up your minds
to at least a fortnight's imprisonment in Kalgan!"

There was nothing for it under the circumstances
but to smile and look pleasant, thanking Providence,
meanwhile, for giving us such comfortable quarters-